MDCA hosts 10th Annual Independence Day Celebration

Free performances and activities taking place on July 3rd throughout the Capitol City
MONTPELIER -- The Montpelier Downtown Community Association is putting the finishing touches on the 10th Annual Independence Day Celebration and it is shaping up to be one of the biggest, most exciting events in Central Vermont this summer.  The festival will take place on Friday, July 3rd throughout Montpelier. 
Perennial favorites include the Pancake Breakfast at Christ Episcopal Church and the Recreation Department’s free Family Fun Day at the Montpelier Pool.  Kellogg-Hubbard Library will host a lawn party with bubble pools, refreshments, games and music by D’Moja.  The fourth annual Montpelier Mile Road Race will start at 6 PM, just prior to the parade and along the same route. 

Activities get underway on the State House lawn beginning at 3:00 PM.  Food and craft vendors will fill the street. In celebration of Abraham Lincoln’s 200th birthday, there will be a Lincoln Look-Alike Contest.  Artists of all ages are invited to take part in a chalk art contest on the sidewalk in front of the State House.

No Strings Marionettes will perform “The Treasure Hunt” at 3 PM.  Marionettes, rod puppets and life-size body puppets come to life in this delightful swashbuckling hunt for treasure.  The Starline Rhythm Boys take the stage at 4:30.  The popular Central Vermont band performs a hearty mixture Bakersfield-styled honky-tonk and '50s rockabilly.  
The hour-long parade begins at 6:00 PM at the Main Street roundabout, proceeding down State Street to Montpelier High School.  The line-up will include a dozen bands, plus floats, antique vehicles, horses, fire trucks, and numerous community groups.  Senator Bill Doyle will be the honorary parade marshal.  Doyle recently received Montpelier Rotary Club’s 2009 Capital Award as Distinguished Citizen of the Year.  
Following the parade, the Catamount Pipe Band will give a bagpipe concert on the State House Lawn.  At 8 PM, the St. Johnsbury Band will perform a program of traditional Americana music from the State House steps.  Fireworks begin at 9:30 with prime viewing from the State House lawn.
Two additional outdoor parties are taking place from 7:30 PM until midnight.  McGillicuddy’s Irish Pub’s annual street dance will feature The Dave Keller Band on Langdon Street.  Julio’s Cantina will host a 70s-80s disco dance party with Polyester in the parking lot next to the State Street restaurant.  

This community festival is underwritten by the Vermont State Employees Credit Union and the City of Montpelier.   Their generous support, along with sponsorship from dozens of other local businesses, makes the free performances, parade and fireworks possible. 

“Independence Day really highlights what makes Montpelier so special,” said MDCA’s Executive Director Suzanne Hechmer.  “Rain or shine, the whole community—residents and visitors alike--come together to enjoy the performances, fireworks, parade, and activities.  And all of this is supported by local businesses and volunteers. We want to send a special thanks to those groups who make this celebration possible.”
For more information on Montpelier’s Independence Day schedule of events, visit the MDCA website at www.mdca.org.
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Suzanne – it would be great if you can include the following:
Calling all saxophonists, drummers and dancers—join the parade!

 Montpelier’s 10th Annual Independence Day parade will feature a special performing troupe and you’re invited to join in.  Emily Lanxner is organizing interested saxophonists, drummers and dancers for two songs--"Mas Que Nada" and "Signed, Sealed, Delivered."  She has created easy-to-read music plus MP3 files and a CD that will allow musicians of most skill levels to learn their part.  A dance is being choreographed to go along with the songs so if you don’t play an instrument, you can still join in. For more information, contact Emily Lanxner at (802) 472-5913 or panashe@hotmail.com. 
Additional information / highlights: 
Gigantic Parade at 6:30 PM and fireworks at 9:30

An hour-long parade filled with music, floats and fun!  The procession starts at the roundabout on Main Street, and heads down State Street, past the State House.  The State House lawn is the best spot for fireworks viewing!

Montpelier Street Closings and Parking Restrictions:

Montpelier’s Independence Day celebration will be taking place throughout downtown on Thursday, July 3rd.  A number of streets will be closed during portions of the day.  Travelers should expect delays or seek alternate routes, especially during the evening hours.  The following is the schedule of street closures and parking restrictions.

· State Street--between Governor Davis and Bailey Avenue:  Closed from 2:30 PM until 10 PM for vendors and parade.  Note: Access to Department of Motor Vehicles will be re-routed through state parking lots.

· Main Street between the Roundabout and State Street:  Closed from 6 PM until approximately 7:45 for the Montpelier Mile Road Race followed by the parade.  Note:  No parking on State Street between 5 -8 PM.  Vehicles remaining on street will be towed.

· Langdon Street:  Closed from 3 PM to 1 AM for McGillicuddy’s and Langdon Street Café street parties.

· 60 State Street Parking Lot:  Closed from 3 PM to 1 AM for Julio’s Cantina street party.

· The Meadow Area:  Closed from 4:30 to 6 PM for parade staging area.  All resident vehicles must be removed from the street.

· Schools Street—between St. Paul and Main Streets:  Closed from 4:30 to 7:45 PM for parade staging area.  All resident vehicles must be removed from the street.

