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Montpelier Downtown Community Association to Change Name
Contest Announced to Gain Suggestions
Montpelier, VT— The Montpelier Downtown Community Association is sponsoring a contest to identify a new name that better describes what we do and is easy to use and remember.  Prizes for the winner include: $100 in Capital Cash, a framed poster of artist banners from downtown Montpelier, free admission to First Night, free wagon rides at Christmas, and an honorary position in the 2010 July 3rd parade.  The winning entry will be awarded on August 20, 2009 at the Brown Bag Concert in Christ Church Pocket Park. 

The decision to change the name of the organization as we celebrate our 10th anniversary was the result of a study completed by Lisa Miller as the culmination of her graduate degree in Strategic Communications at Columbia University.  Miller interviewed 55 Montpelier residents this spring and found that almost all of them were familiar with our signature events such as First Night and Independence Day celebrations, the Brown Bag lunch time concert series, Green Up Day, and SculptCycle. Unfortunately, Montpelier residents do not know that we do all of those projects.  To address this problem, the study proposes renaming MDCA and developing a new logo.

MDCA decided to ask for the public for help by sponsoring the Name that Org contest.  Brochures describing the contest and entry blanks are available throughout downtown or they are available on the web at www.mdca.org.

In an effort to better reach out to the community, MDCA is also revamping its website to contain more up-to-date information and an easier navigation system.  The new website will be launched in June.  Visitor will be able to access information on Art Walks, Christmas activities, and other MDCA events.  The visitors guide brochure will also be online, along with interactive maps.
MDCA hopes that by having a public competition and a more-relevant website, that Central Vermont residents will become more aware of our contributions to the community.  MDCA Executive Director, Suzanne Hechmer, recalls “it is funny to watch people try to introduce me.  Usually they will say something like ‘this is Suzanne with the Downtown Community…’ with a long pause at the end as they try to recall the long name.”
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