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 MDCA Is Now Montpelier Alive

The Montpelier Downtown Community Association unveiled its new name, Montpelier Alive, at its 10th Birthday Bash on August 20th.  From mid-June through mid-August, MDCA ran a contest to find a name that was easier to remember, yet still descriptive about the organization.  Over a hundred name suggestions were submitted during the contest.  Six people submitted the winning name, Montpelier Alive.  They were Marianne Book, Hilari Farrington, Linda Hall, Jim Higgins, Abby Bruce, and Melissa Moon.  Each winner received $20 in Capital City Cash, a free First Night button, and will have a special place in next year’s July 3rd parade. 

Suzanne Eikenberry, Montpelier Alive’s Executive Director believes, “It is a good sign that so many people submitted the same name.  It shows that the name is memorable and meaningful.”  The contest grew out of a study Lisa Miller did for MDCA as part of her graduate degree in Strategic Communications at Columbia University.  Miller found that despite the fact that most Montpelier residents had participated in a MDCA event, most people could not name the organization.  Those who were aware of MDCA, often stumbled over the name
The new name was unveiled on a very special anniversary cake prepared by Chef Adrian Westrope and his students at the New England Culinary Institute.  The cake featured elaborate recreations of downtown building entrances on the side.  Across the top of the cake, an airplane pulled a banner with the new name.  The cake was then shared with the approximately 200 people who came to celebrate MDCA’s 10th Birthday with music from Montpelier’s own Dave Keller Band and Annual Award presentations.  Four citizens and organizations that have contributed to the unique spirit of Montpelier received this year’s awards, including Jay and Anita Ancel (Founders Award for their decade of serving downtown), The Savoy Theater (Arts Award for bringing unique films and events to Montpelier), Anne Marie Keppel (Individual Award for her leadership in the Fashion Show), and Capital City Farmer’s Market (Business Award for being a center of activity on Saturdays).
Montpelier Alive will be a trade name for the MDCA, allowing checks and other legal documents to be written out to either MDCA or Montpelier Alive.  Both MDCA.org and MontpelierAlive.org will bring visitors to our website.

About the Montpelier Alive: Montpelier Alive (formerly MDCA) was formed in 1999 within the framework of The National Trust’s National Main Street Center program, designed to ensure that our downtown remain the vibrant center of community life for Montpelier and our neighboring towns.   Since that time, the Montpelier Alive has contributed to the enrichment of our downtown through numerous streetscape improvements (artistic banners, planters and benches) the coordination of the Independence Day and First Night celebrations, the summer Brown Bag Concert Series, the quarterly Art Walk, Green-Up Day and many other projects and events. Montpelier Alive’s work is funded largely through member dues. For a list of members and other information about the organization, visit us online at www.mdca.org. 
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